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News in Brief:
· It is expected that WebCT CE6 will be available for use with SFU courses in the summer of 2006.  Plans are being made for technical roll out and faculty training. Recommendations and requests are invited from individual faculty members or from program administrators who would like to arrange group orientations. 
· Although WebCT has been purchased by Blackboard, it is not expected that this will have any immediate effect on faculty and student use of WebCT at SFU. Further information on the WebCT/Blackboard “merger”: http://www.blackboard.com/webct/merger/index
· WebCT CE6 Demos can be viewed at: http://www.webct.com/ce6/viewpage?name=ce6_demos
Summary of New Tools in CE6:
· Course Content (Replaces Content Modules)
· Announcements
· Assessments (Replaces Quizzes/Surveys and Self-Tests)
· Assessments Manager (Replaces Submissions in Quizzes/Surveys)
· Assignments Dropbox (Replaces Submissions in the Assignments Tool)
· Grade Book  (Replaces Manage Students and Manage TAs)
· Group Manager
· Media Library (Replaces separate Glossary and Image Database tools)
· Selective Release (Expands this function to all folders and content items)
· Tracking (Replaces Track Students and Track Pages)
Summary of New Features in CE6:
· The WebCT course interface shows 3 views: Designer, Instructor and Student (not 2 as in earlier versions).
· Designers and Instructor roles are separate, with different access, but an individual can take on both roles.

· Each Designer in a course has a distinct identity. If Mark has Designer access in Barb’s course, he will be called Mark (not Barb).

· The Student View shows exactly what students see, and the interface is interactive so (e.g. Instructors can try out quizzes without having to log as a student in a separate browser).
· If Designers and Instructors are sharing a course, they can upload resources to a private My Files area which cannot be accessed by others.
· The new Who’s Online feature allows course participants to see who else is logged in at the same time and allows chatting.

· The Grade Book can be accessed from anywhere in the course, and is more like a spreadsheet (e.g. the names column in frozen).

· A new Announcement Tool allows important information to be displayed, and announcements can be set up for delivery at a later date.

· The Course Content area enables access to other resources (e.g. a Discussion topic related to the unit).

· The Chat and Whiteboard features are integrated into one tool.

· New Discussion features include the ability to add instructions for each topic and edit postings

· The Discussion Grading Console allows the Instructor to assemble a particular student’s postings and assign a grade which goes directly into the Grade Book.
· WebCT Mail has been enhanced, e.g. mail can be sent to groups.

· The new Media Library tool adds multimedia capabilities to the Glossary functionality, so that text or images or media files can be linked to words in content documents.

· The new PeopleLinks feature allows Instructors, TAs and Students to click on a user’s name anywhere in a course and send a Mail message.

· A new Group Manager tool allows for grouping of students in sections, with their own private Discussion and Chat rooms.
· Links on Course Content pages can be annotated.

· The Quiz, Survey and Self Test tools  are combined in one Assessments tool and include four new question types: combination multiple choice, fill in the blank, jumbled sentence, true false. (The Quiz tool also retains the regular multiple choice, short answer and paragraph answer options.)

· There are 2 new grading options: Grade by Student allows Instructors to see specific student response in the context of answers provided by other students; Anonymous Grading can be used to minimize bias.

· New Assignment  features include:

· New set up options

· The Iterative Assignment Review allows for passing the same assignment back and forth for re-writes

· Assignments can be published for the whole class to view

· An Assignment Manager makes it easier to see which assignments have been submitted, not submitted, graded or published

·  Multiple assignments can be zipped for downloading

· Learning Module functionality allows Instructors greater flexibility in presenting materials. A Create Printable View button can be used for printing (instead of the Compile function).

· The SCORM (Sharable Courseware Object Reference Model) helps Designers to integrate learning objects into their content.
· Web Links (formerly the URL tool) which are added into content pages are compiled on a single page for easy review.
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