	Page Design
	Site Design
	Content

	· No "flashy" home pages! - don't overwhelm visitors on their first encounter.
· Hyperlinks embedded in text to examples, source material

· Avoid too much text 

· Good visual design invites user to explore

· Happy colours! (
· Aesthetic appeal important Emphasize visual information

· More images than text using FlickR to exhibit photos of long term or temporary exhibitions
Audience Engagement

· Who is our audience

· Focus on a primary audience

· Useful to those in and outside the field of education 
· The ability for anyone to upload material. 

· Encourage contributions and stories from all who visit. 

· Serves a specific purpose

· “My personal museum”

· An open-ended question posed at the end of a section. 

· Evidence is given, theories are presented, but conclusions are left up to the visitor. 

· Feature to allow users to post answers/conclusions


	· Inclusion of web mapping to allow users to visually explore how concepts are linked as on www.visuwords.com graphic dictionary

· Podcasts, Videocasts, Lectures, Forum, super cool Virtual Exhibits, and Social Events. 

· Web/map that floats at the top of the site
· Nonlinear approach invites the visitor to enter at any point and in a sense it allows the viewer to begin to author his/her own experience. 

· Site well-laid out, appealing and most importantly, not overwhelming
· Search for a specific key word based on any curriculum

· Universal design (accessible design – Braille bug, JAWS compatible, etc.)

· Narratives

· Video tour

· Navigation critical

· Consider learning styles and motivation (ARCS)

· Strong organization: simple and attractive

· Interactive activities important

· Sense of “being there” good elements of communication, and illustrate a “reality”. It “takes you there”. Video, audio, images, colors, animations, figures, information are well articulated.
· Ability to provide feedback

· Facility to “relocate” information on a site (iGoogle function)

· KISS

· Ability to choose and follow a path

· Easy navigation

· Easy access through search feature

· Allows anonymous access

· Clear paths to exhibits

· Clear usage statements (Creative Commons, copyright) 

· Intuitive links and built in player for media


	· An organized collection of electronic artefacts and information resources
· A who’s who of technology innovators useful to those considering technology-related careers and others interested in using technology more effectively for learning and communication
· A global focus tying in to local interests and audiences
· The intro and content of the entire website impressive enough to be used on an e-board

· Stories connected to each other in often complex and fascinating ways. 

· French/English?

· Motto for the museum?

· Chronology of history

· Products/equipments over time

· Variety of content

· FAQ

· Featured collections (perhaps revolving)

· Supplemental audio and video clips to support exhibits

· Staff picks

· Most downloaded listings




