Centre for Academic Practice and Learning Enhancement (CAPLE) at the University of Strathclyde (website)
CAPLE is a well-established (since 1987) centre concerned with all aspects of teaching and learning in higher education.  We work with both staff and students individually, in interest groups, in departments and across faculties and we also play a strategic role in the development and support of teaching and learning objectives across the university.

We have six permanent academics, supported by four administrative staff.  The academic staff have a range of research interests, for example: academic writing, assessment, e-learning, information literacy, the first year experience, student responses to academic discourse, threshold concepts.  Research in the department underpins the teaching on our postgraduate certificate/diploma in Advanced Academic Studies undertaken by new academic staff as part of their probation.  This certificate is accredited by the Higher Education Academy.  We also run training for graduate teaching assistants and a variety of sessions for postgraduate students.  We see a wide range of undergraduate students and offer support particularly (but not exclusively) in academic writing and exam technique.  Some staff do service teaching in departments as well.  This range of activities gives us a breadth of knowledge of issues in teaching and learning and we find it helpful to be able to integrate the staff and student perspectives through our work.

CAPLE is also a location for work being undertaken by CETIS (Centre for Educational Technology and Interoperability Standards) a national service funded by JISC (the  UK’s Joint Information Systems Committee). Two CETIS special interest groups are based at Strathclyde: Assessment and Educational Content.  

The university’s VLE implementation group is closely associated with CAPLE and the VLE team is located in the Centre for part of the week. The team is working with the academic staff in CAPLE to develop pedagogical support for staff using WebCT.

CAPLE has been leading a major project linking assessment practices and the effective use of technology. Its name reflects its transformative aspirations: Re-engineering Assessment Practices (REAP). (See website.) This has been funded by the Scottish Funding Council and has involved three universities.  Its influence is already extending worldwide after a recent successful international online conference. 

The “Learning Enhancement” element of CAPLE’s name was added a couple of years ago, reflecting Strathclyde’s priority in this area.  At the same time, a Learning Enhancement Network was established, jointly run by CAPLE and the Academic Office.  This allows for relatively informal dissemination and debate about new ideas in teaching and learning – and has resulted in participation by over 300 academic and academic related staff.  

