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QUESTIONNAIRE

PURPOSE. There are more than 100,000 people of Indian heritage in Australia. Because people from India offer many of the skills that Australia needs and are able to apply these skills quickly due to their ability to speak English, Australia is competing to attract more Indians to immigrate here. If Australia is to be successful in attracting and subsequently retaining these migrants, Indian parents need to feel that their culture and values will be understood and respected. However, understanding and respect requires knowledge of those values; knowledge that is not currently readily available.
Therefore, the purpose of this questionnaire is to collect data which will provide insights into the values that Indian parents hold with regard to the abilities they wish cultivated in their children. These insights may not only provide teachers with more informed practice with regard to the children of Indian heritage, but may also reduce tensions between home and family.
YOUR PARTICIPATION. The Information Letter appended contains the information about the following aspects of your participation: 

· You are 18 or more years of age.

· Your participation is voluntary and that you may accept or decline to answer any or aspects.

· All information will be treated as anonymous.

· Your completion of the questionnaire will be accepted as your consent to participate.

· The research has been approved by the Ethics Committee of the Australian Catholic University and all complaints can be forwarded directly to them for processing.

The time you contribute (approximately 15 minutes) is greatly appreciated and the results of the analysis of data from participants will be made available on the following website as soon as such results are ready for publication: http://indoaustralianonline.com
We hope that the results will provide insights into the cultural views of Indian and EuroAustralians and ultimately lead to greater understanding and more effective communication between home and school. 
PART A. The following items will help us to understand how your heritage and other factors are related to the values you hold with regard to children. Please complete before going to Part B. 
1. Your heritage 
□ Indian (Living in India)
□ Sri Lankan (Living in Sri Lanka)
□ IndoAustralian (Person of Indian heritage now living in Australia) 

□ Sri Lankan Australian (Person of Sri Lankan heritage now living in Australia) 
□ Australian of European Background
□ _____________Other
2. Gender of respondent
□ Male

□ Female
3. Children. Please fill in the age and gender of each of your children
	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	


PART B.

DIRECTIONS. The items below are designed to reflect the value you place on different abilities in children. Other abilities may exist and you may wish to comment on this at the end of the ranking.
For each of the three sets of items, please rank each and every item. Assign ‘9’ points to the item you think consider to be the highest down to a and ‘1’ for the item you consider to be be the lowest. For the purpose of scoring the items it is important that you do NOT  assign the same number to any items no matter how close they are in value.  
SET A: Rank the following according to how much you usually encourage that ability in children through praise or other rewards.
	ENCOURAGEMENT

FOR SON(S)


	ABILITY 
	ENCOURAGEMENT                     FOR DAUGHTER(S)

	
	
	

	
	Use language clearly and creatively.
	

	
	Demonstrate scientific thinking or use mathematics to solve problems.
	

	
	Paint, draw, sculpt or use other visual media to create objects of beauty.
	

	
	Perform or write music 
	

	
	Demonstrate sporting or athletic skill.
	

	
	Establish and maintain quality relationships with others.
	

	
	Demonstrate responsible individuality.
	

	
	Be knowledgeable about and respectful of environmental issues.
	

	
	Pursue social justice issues. 
	


SET B. Rank the following according to how much you value an award (individual or group) for that ability in children.
	VALUE FOR SON(S)


	AWARD
	VALUE FOR DAUGHTER(S)

	
	Writing or public speaking.
	

	
	Applying logic or scientific method.
	

	
	Creating visual materials.
	

	
	Writing or playing music.
	

	
	Performance in sporting event. 
	

	
	Popularity or leadership. 
	

	
	Individuality or personal characteristics. 
	

	
	Knowledge of, or contribution to, nature, animals or the environment. 
	

	
	Concern for, or involvement with, philosophical or spiritual issues. 
	


SET C. Rank the following to reflect which ones you feel are most important for teachers to foster in children? 
	IMPORTANCE 
FOR SON(S)
	TEACHERS SHOULD FOSTER
	IMPORTANCE
FOR DAUGHTER(S)

	
	Development of a personal philosophy for explaining their purpose in life. 
	

	
	Appreciation, creation or performance of music. 
	

	
	Appreciation and responsiveness to nature and the environment.
	

	
	Understanding of and empathy for others. 
	

	
	Development of physical fitness and agility.
	

	
	Acquisition of mathematical or scientific thinking
	

	
	Interpretation, appreciation or creation visual representations.
	

	
	Self understanding, development and expression. 
	

	
	Acquisition of language skills of speaking and  writing.
	


Other comments:

Thank you for your participation.
Joyce Martin
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