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3. ON-LINE LIVEJOURNAL (BLOGGING)-  

DUE: Weekly 








Weighting: 25%

TASK DESCRIPTION- 

1/ Sign Up To Livejournal: for specific instructions see UNIT NOTES and WebCT.

2/ Making Entries Into Livejournal And Word Length: 1200-1600 words (informal writing). 


LiveJournal is a space that will provide you with the opportunity to express informally your personal understanding of literary texts in their wider cultural context. LiveJournal  is a multi-media platform. It is a space where you can write informally, but as you become familiar with it, it is a space where you can explore and express your experience of the relationship between text, visual image, video image and sound. 

Your task is to make an entry (approximately 100 words) in LiveJournal at least once each week. Your entries are meant to be informal and do not require any referencing (but please see the note on plagiarism in UNIT NOTES).


Within these guidelines you will have produced a minimum of 1200 words of informal writing by week 12. You should consider 1600 words as an upper limit for this assignment over the semester as a whole (this does not count images or video content). 

Categories Of Entries:

There are three categories of writing flowing from your experience of the literature in the unit: i. Critical Comments; ii. Creative Responses; iii. Reviews of LiveJournal entries by other literature students at ACU. You can write in any or all of these categories.  Further details for each of these are given in the UNIT NOTES; weekly suggestions for entries will be given in WebCT. 

Spread Of Entries: 

Over the semester your writing will cover each of the three categories. It is your decision which category you chose each week. The only proviso is that at the end of the semester you must submit your best single piece in each of the three categories. 

3/ Marking Scheme.
Your LiveJournal will be marked twice in the semester- once in week 6 and once after week 12. The first mark will be worth 5%; the second mark will be worth 20% . 

The total mark for LiveJournal in the semester is 25%. This will be made up as follows.


In Week 6 you will be asked to submit the date of what you consider to be your best LJ entry so far. You will need to forward your URL and the date of the entry you want the marker to look at. For this entry you can gain a score of 5%. You will get a score and some feedback to help you know how you are going with LJ. 


In Week 12 you will have to submit a choice of three best entries over the semester in each of the three categories (excluding the entry submitted in week 6). For each of these you will receive a mark out of 5%. Then there is a remaining 5% which will be allocated for your LiveJournal overall. If you have been consistent, creative and interactive you will receive marks for this.  Total marks available for LiveJournal: 25%.
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA for LiveJournal


Range of entries: these should reflect a range of dates throughout the semester and should reflect your response to readings of all major genres across the unit as a whole. They should not be clustered around one particular section of the unit. 


Number of entries: your entries should be completed each week. 


Quality of entries:  Entries in all categories should reflect the depth, breadth and creativity of your personal engagement with the material presented in this unit.


Evidence of learning: the entries should indicate that you have developed in your learning and understanding during the semester.


Ability to interact with others: interaction with the group as a whole is an important element in the success of LiveJournal as a writing space. Your overall mark will take into account the range of your contacts within the group and the quality and value of your commentaries on the work of your “Friends” (see UNIT NOTES for more details). 

Before starting work on this assessment please go to the UNIT NOTES: “ENGL 104 UNIT NOTES 2007” and study APPENDIX DOCUMENT 2: HOW TO GET STARTED WITH LIVEJOURNAL.
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HOW TO GET STARTED WITH LIVEJOURNAL

What Is LiveJournal (LJ)? 

LiveJournal (LJ)  is an on-line blogging site (similar to MySpace) that for the purposes of this unit has been integrated by the lecturer into WebCT (it can, however, be used compeletely independently from WebCT and as you will find there are occasions where LJ works better outside rather than inside WebCT ). LiveJournal is a space for you to: write freely, without academic constraint; help you to make sense of your reading of the unit content each week; keep you in touch with the ideas of your peers and allow you to comment on their work; allow you to express yourself through creativity; develop learning and friendship communities. 

Why Is LiveJournal Being Used In A Literature Unit At University?

Traditionally, the focus of literature study at university has been the critical essay. New internet technologies are allowing a new range of expressive possibilities for understanding and responding to literature. Blogging is a tool that has many potential uses. In this unit it is being used chiefly as a space where students can practice writing more freely than in a formal essay and can therefore express themselves creatively as well as critically; it is also a space where students can express their responses through a range of additional media. Of its nature, blogging also provides ways of making and sustaining connections with others in a group; this function is being used in this unit to strengthen the learning community. There are other uses of blogging which students are free to experiment with. These include: developing a portfolio; storing research materials and web links; networking with scholarly and interest groups outside the university. LiveJournal can also become a useful repository of materials that will help you prepare for your final exam. As you will discover you can create as many separate LiveJournal accounts as you need. 

Fringe Benefits Of Becoming A LiveJournal Blogger

One of the biggest fringe benefits of being given the opportunity of becoming a blogger is that you are at the cutting edge of computer writing technology. Whether you are going to be a teacher, a journalist, a public servant, what you will learn here will be invaluable for your future career and your writing skills. Visit the following address to see a recent international on-line conference on the uses of blogging: http://scope.lidc.sfu.ca/course/view.php?id=8.  Some second and third year ACU students have been contributing to this conference

How Do I Sign Up For LiveJournal?

Your LiveJournal Literature Journal begins when you go to: http://www.LiveJournal.com/ . You will find a link for this in WebCT, but you can also access it from outside WebCT. Then simply follow the prompts, join and make your first entry. We plan to have a group of second year students available to help you get started with this during the first weeks of semester. 

What Do I Do Once I Have Signed Up?

As soon as you have joined, LiveJournal will send you an email which will include your LiveJournal URL. This will look something like the following (depending on what name you have given yourself):  http://spacelamb01.LiveJournal.com/ or http://michaelgriffith.LiveJournal.com/ . When you receive your URL it is essential that you send it to the lecturer in charge (Michael Griffith)  through WebCT email. This is so your URL can go on the official published list (it will be published in the LiveJournal portal in WebCT). Only if it is here will you receive a mark for your work. If it is not in this list you will lose 25% of the total assessment for the unit. 

If you already have a URL from last semester then you must post it to the lecturer in charge AGAIN. Please be sure to check the official URL list in WebCT.

Once you have sent your URL to Michael Griffith you are ready to Customize your site. Give your LiveJournal Blog a name such as “My Literature Journal” (or creative variant). Select a layout and a colour scheme and set up your personal interface with the world any way you want to. If you want to.

You will now have the opportunity to share some things about yourself . In your first blog you might like to give a description of yourself, of your life, of your hopes for the future. What attracted you to literature? But you might prefer to keep this as a purely professional space; the choice is yours. As you will discover LiveJournal is a place where you can get to know the rest of the class. It will also stimulate you into writing in ways that you might not have anticipated.

In your second and in all subsequent blogs consider this as your literature journal where you can comment on the things you read and where you can write stories or poems stimulated by your reading. This is your creative space and your space for storing any web sites that you find relevant to your subject. 

While the specific requirements of this unit have set definite limits for what you will submit for assessment, LiveJournal is a creative, limitless space which you are free to use as you wish. Some students are continuing to use it well after finishing their university course.  

So How Do I Begin My Entries.

Each week head up a journal entry as “Week 1 +date” or “Week 2 + date” etc. Your “entry” for the week does not need to be done all in one sitting. You can either edit and add to the one entry you have done, or add other separate shorter entries within the one week. To begin with write in whatever category you are most comfortable. As you progress experiment in the other categories. 

Here are a few key questions you can use to stimulate your thinking when you begin writing your “Introduction to Literature” entries:

What is the story/poem/play telling you?

What did you like/dislike about the story/poem/play?

What does the story/poem/play make you think about in your own life?

Write a short short story/poem/ about an aspect of human experience. 

But remember, everything you write is published immediately onto the World Wide Web (unless you make it private)!

So What Are The Three Categories?

1) Critical Comments: ideas arising from your reading for this unit for the given week. There will be ideas and suggestions in a list in the LiveJournal portal in WebCT, but you do not have to follow any of these suggestions. You might like to use your 100 words to simply say what you really liked about the literature studied this week or what questions it stirred up in you. 

2) Creative Responses. This is not compulsory for each week, but you will have to include a few entries in this category over the semester to be eligible for all the marks allocated to LJ. Here, it will be obvious, the more you try this category, the better you will get at it, so by the end of the semester you will have more examples to demonstrate for your assessment. You will be able to see many examples of creativity in the journals of second and third year students and you will be guided each week into creative tasks by exploring the LiveJournal LJ portal in WebCT. Remember to put your name as author next to any item that is a genuine creation of your own.

3) Reviews of LiveJournal entries by other literature students at ACU. Again this is not compulsory for each week, but you will need to have a few of these comments by the end of the semester, because there will be a mark for your best comment. Comments should typically be around 100 words in length and should be constructive. Writing (and receiving) comments is an important part of building the LiveJournal community that supports the work in the unit overall. How do I make comments? You simply go to the entry of someone else in the group (could be one of your “friends”), read it and then click on the comments button. Be sure to copy and paste a copy of your comment (with its date and the URL of the person you are commenting on)  into your own LiveJournal so that you have a record of the comment you have made.  Overall your entries will reflect the reading presented in this unit and, where appropriate will reflect its impact on your experience. Your reviews of other ACU LiveJournal entries will provide an opportunity to share insights and experiences of the literature and of its impact. 

Why Does The Lecturer In Charge (Michael Griffith) Also Keep A LiveJournal? 

He does this in order to provide an alternative space for communicating ideas and insights about literature and for sharing aspects of his own life and reading. He also uses it as a space to make further suggestions for reading and study and often continues his lectures in this space after they have finished.  Go to http://michaelgriffith.LiveJournal.com each week to catch up with the latest literary news.

How You Will Be Helped To Prepare Your LiveJournal Work?

A list of suggestions for critical and creative work will be maintained and updated in the LiveJournal portal in WebCT. You can always ask your lecturer or tutor for specific guidance and you can also explore the work of second and third year students. 

Once the semester gets into full swing you will find a dedicated Discussion Thread in WebCT with Tips for how to improve and enhance your LiveJournal. Some of these Tips will be from seasoned users in second and third year. 

How Should I Express Myself In LiveJournal?

While you are encouraged to write informally you are also required to use appropriate language. What does this mean? It means that you treat your LiveJournal space as a professional space, but one where you can also “let your hair down” as necessary. Redundant or unnecessary violence, gratuitous pornographic references or offensive language are not permitted in your LiveJournal space for this unit. If you have any doubts about including anything please discuss it with the lecturer or the tutor before uploading.  

What Are LiveJournal “Friends”?

As you will discover once you have joined LiveJournal, you are able to make other LJ users into your “Friends”. The word “Friends” as used by LiveJournal is a specific term that means that you are making your Journal visible to whoever you put on your “Friends” list.  All the entries of your “Friends” appear automatically on your “Friends” list. It is good to have a lot of “Friends” because then you will have a wider pool of peer entries to explore; you will also have more people visiting and commenting on your own work. It is essential to put your lecturer on your “Friends” list; without this he will not be able to read your journal and give you a mark.

How Do I Make LiveJournal “Friends”?

Simply go to the LiveJournal URL of the person you want to make your friend. For example go to http://michaelgriffith.LiveJournal.com. Then, near the top you will see a small blue icon of a face in the middle of the sentence  “You are viewing michaelgriffith's journal”. Click on the face. Here you will have the option of selecting to see the “Profile” of your friend. Select Profile. Near the top of the profile page is a blue bar with 5 icons. The icon on the far left is a face with a + sign next to it. Simply click on this icon and the person has been placed on your friend’s list. But as you will discover, you will have to have an active Login in your own LiveJournal account for this to work. If you are not logged in, you will be asked to Login. 
How Do I Upload Images of Photographs Into LiveJournal?
You can either click on the “Insert Image” icon just above the space where you are about to write your entry, or you open a free account with http://photobucket.com/. This allows you to keep a whole library of still and video images and upload them directly into LiveJournal. 

How Do I Do Something In LiveJournal That Is Not In This List Of FAQs?

You simply click on the LiveJournal “Help” button in the top Right Hand corner of the login page.  There is a huge list of questions and answers there. If you can’t find the answer immediately, then scroll to near the bottom of the help page to “Ask a question”. Here you can ask a question on-line; you will get an answer from one of the 10,000 volunteers within around 5 hours. 

Important Check List:

Have I joined LiveJournal?

Have I received my URL?

Have I forwarded my URL to Michael Griffith through WebCT mail?

Have I made Michael Griffith into one of my “Friends”? (How do I do this? I log-in to my LiveJournal. I then log-in to http://michaelgriffith.LiveJournal.com. I then click the  icon of the face with a + sign in the blue icon bar at the top of the page and “add them as a friend”.

If you wish you can make your first entry one in which you tell something about yourself? You can also include a photograph of yourself if you want to be easily identified by the group as a whole.  

Some Very Important Things to Consider:

Back-Up:

To make sure you keep a copy of what you have written write your journal in a desktop program first and then copy and paste your entries into LiveJournal. If you do this you will always have a back-up of your on-line entries in LiveJournal. Be sure also to keep a copy (in your desktop program) of any comments/ reviews you make of LiveJournal entries by others in the class. This is to ensure that none of your assessable work is lost.

Also keep a folder for the jpg images/ photos that you might use in your LJ (call this folder “LJ Images”). You can cut and paste images from this folder into your LiveJournal. 

What Is A Desk-Top Program:

When you write directly into LiveJournal your work is stored on a huge hard drive somewhere in America. Students who have been using LiveJournal for 3 years now have a large amount of good work stored on this drive. This drive is constantly being improved and is unlikely to crash. However, it is comforting to know that whatever work you do is also at your fingertips on your own hard drive or your USB key. So whenever you post to LiveJournal keep a copy in a special folder. 

There are also several special programs that you can download onto your computer (called Clients) that allow you to upload content directly to LiveJournal. Many of these are free.  These are listed in LiveJournal at http://www.LiveJournal.com/download/). There is a direct link to this page on the right of your “Update Journal” page where there is a statement: “More Ways To Post”. You can also simply use Microsoft Word or your word processor to store your entries, keeping them in a folder you call “LiveJournal Entries” and cut and past them from here into your LiveJournal. If you don’t have internet at home you can copy your entries onto a USB key and upload them to LiveJournal when you get to MSM campus.

Plagiarism In LiveJournal:

Copying work from other sources without acknowledgement is plagiarism. If you are caught you will lose the full 25% of your “LiveJournal” mark. So don’t do it! Be sure to put your name as author after any poems, short stories or other pieces of writing that are genuinely your own work. If you do copy words or ideas from another source then simply acknowledge the source and give the weblink. In this way you will never need to worry about being caught. Enjoy!

Privacy:

An important note about privacy when using LiveJournal. Users of LiveJournal have complete control over who does and does not see their journal. At the bottom of your LiveJournal page there is a drop down menu which allows you to select “Show this entry to” either: “Everyone(Public)”, “Friends” or “Just Me (Private)”.  Chose “Just Me (Private)” if you want no one to see your entry. If you make people into “Friends” they will be able to see your journal and you will be able to see theirs. Some people like to make their journals “Public” from the outset so that everyone in the class can see their work. Potentially this means that people outside the class can see your work too. One golden rule here is: 

"Don't reveal anything in a web supported media that you, wouldn't be comfortable seeing on the front page of a newspaper." 

Please take note of the following Help Page in LiveJournal: 
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% How do I make all my journal entries Friends-Only, Private, or Public?

Profile Make all your past entries to Friends-Only, Private, or Public by editing each entry individually to change the security level. LiveJournal does not provide
Memories a way to change the security level on all your past journal entries with one command, but does provide a way to set a minimum security level for all
et future entries in your journal and add a "Friends-Only" banner.

Certain downloadable clients include the ability to edit journal entries, which can speed up the process of converting your previous entries to the desired

s security level by avoiding the wat for pages to load. For information on your preferred client, consult its documentation or menu options.

Upload
Galleries
Tags You may want to change the security of your community instead.
Tagaing Tool

Styles ( Read More )




You will find this page by going to the following URL: http://www.LiveJournal.com/support/faqbrowse.bml?faqid=120
What Have Previous Students Said About Their Experience Of LiveJournal: 


Hi all, I am one of Michael Griffith's literature students and have been blogging as part of the course since the start of 2005. I have found blogging to be an integral part of my learning and I place a lot of value on it for my improved grades over the past two years.


Blogging means that I take what I have learnt in class, and expand on it in my own time. I am able to present my own ideas and thoughts on texts through a variety of mediums; writing, poetry, artwork, etc.

Face-to-face classes are never long enough, so blogging means that I am able to explore other issues within a text, ones that may not have been covered in class. Other students are then able to read my ideas, and comment on them, which in turn provides new insights into the texts.


Similarly I am able to read posts by other students, which allows me to consider aspects of the texts which I normally would have overlooked. 


An important aspect of blogging is the involvement of the teacher/lecturer. Michael regularly reads our blogs and comments on them. This means that we, as the students, feel that our efforts are valued. I know that when I read Michael's feedback I feel that my hard work is justified and it encourages me to post more, or be more creative in my blogs.


Blogging also provides a medium where anyone can express their views and ideas without fear or embarrassment. In my class at uni there are several students who are shy and who often will not put forward their views in class. The advantage of blogging is that within a few hours of class finishing, I can go online and see these people's thoughts. Some of them are astounding. Blogging allows them to be themselves without any restrictions.


I have also found blogging to provide amazing connections between students. It allows students from all types of backgrounds to communicate and often to become friends. Through blogging, I have created connections with students not only in my class, but also those in other years, as well as homeless students whom Michael teaches outside of uni. Without our blogs, I most likely would have never spoken to these people, let alone became solid friends with them. 


Jennifer (last year’s third year student)- comment contributed to the SCoPE international conference on Blogging at http://scope.lidc.sfu.ca/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=429 

“The biggest benefit I have found using LiveJournal actually comes from being able to read other students "work".  Acquaintances have become good friends, and LiveJournal has been the catalyst for that.” Joanne

“LiveJournal has created a great launching pad for my creative writing. Because of its ease and accessibility my writing does not end up in some forgotten scrapbook, its amazing to think that peers, tutors and even the world have access to my work!” Shaun

“If livejournal didn't exist I don't think I would have ever discovered my liking for writing poetry. It allows me to share my poetry and to also be inspired by other student's poetry! Great idea!” Stephanie

“Live Journal has become addictive for me! It's great because it's a place where I can write down my thoughts on various things we read and look at in literature and where I can get some feedback from other people. It's also entertaining/enlightening reading what other people write as well so I think it's a very good learning tool!” Karla

Some Additional ACU On-line LiveJournal Communities

A LiveJournal Community is like a public notice board where individual LiveJournal members can post their writing/ ideas/ poems/ web links. 

If you want a wider audience for your work, then cut and paste any of your entries into either of these two LiveJournal Communities that have been set up for 2007.  

 “ACU LiveJournal Creativity Community (ACULJCC)” (for poetry/ short fiction/ short drama/ multi-media & hypertext) and/or the “ACU LiveJournal Review Community (ACULJRC)” (for reviews on books, films, television shows, theatre, art exhibitions, concerts etc). These communities extend beyond this particular unit. They involve ALL literature students in the university (first, second and third years). There are regular prizes in both these communities for the best creative works and reviews. Contributions to these communities will enhance your overall mark for LiveJournal. 

The purpose of the first community - “LiveJournal Creativity Community” -is to allow you and encourage you to extend your reading and study of literature into creating your own literature. It will also allow you to get feedback and help from other literature students at the university. As you will see from some of the comments from previous students you do not have to BE a writer in order to write! Some students discovered creative talents they never thought they had by using LiveJournal to simply write whatever came into their head. It is worth noting also that trying to write creatively allows you to learn more about literature than by any other means.

The purpose of the second community -“LiveJournal Review Community” – is to give you the opportunity to put down your thoughts about your reading, viewing, listening etc…. and most importantly to share these with the ACU literature community at large. It is great for all of us to hear what you are thinking about all the various artistic input in your lives. A collection of reviews gives us all a rich and rewarding view of what we are all collectively thinking!

From time to time other LiveJournal Communities will appear. They may, for example, create a space for a debate about some key issue that we are all interested in and that may or may not be related to one of the texts we are studying. In the past such LiveJournal Debates have actually extended into the lecture room and have become real face-to-face debates! If you have any ideas let your lecturer know!

