3. ON-LINE LIVEJOURNAL (BLOGGING)- 

DUE: Weekly 








Weighting: 25%

Your LiveJournal will be marked twice in the semester- once in week 6 and once after week 12.

WHAT IS LIVEJOURNAL? 

LiveJournal is an on-line blogging site (similar to MySpace) that for the purposes of this unit has been integrated by the lecturer into WebCT (it can, however, be used compeletely independently from WebCT and as you will find there are occasions where LJ works better outside rather than inside WebCT ). 

Why is LiveJournal being used in a Literature Unit at University?

It is being used as a place where students can do the following: practice writing more freely than in a formal essay; keep notes and comments on their literature study; include creative work that they will be encouraged to produce. This creative work can incorporate any or all of the following:  writing about your own life here and now, writing stories or poems based either on your life or on the reading you are currently doing, using visual images (still or video) as part of your creative expression. A list of suggestions for creative work will be maintained and updated in the LiveJournal portal in WebCT. 

What are some of the other benefits of keeping on on-line journal for this unit?

It is a place where you can store some of your best thoughts and insights – this will help you in your other work in the unit, your essays, your discussions and your final exam.

It is a place where you can hear what others in the unit are thinking and it is a place where you can comment on their thinking and receive comments from others. It is therefore a place where you can make friends and get to know others in the group and, in fact, others in second and third year literature units at ACU. Ideally LiveJournal will become a space which will be a real enhancement to the face-to-face teaching in this unit- for you as an individual and for the group as a whole. It has become this for students taking literature in second and third year as you will discover. 

Why does the lecturer in charge (Michael Griffith) also keep a LiveJournal? (http://www.michaelgriffith.livejournal.com). He does this in order to provide an alternative space for communicating ideas and insights about literature and for sharing aspects of his own life and reading. He also uses it as a space to make further suggestions for reading and study and often continues his lectures after they have finished, in this space. 

While you are encouraged to write informally you are also required to use appropriate language. What does this mean? It means that you treat your LiveJournal space as a professional space, but one where you can also let your hair down as necessary. So redundant or unnecessary violence, gratuitous pornographic references or offensive language are not permitted in your LiveJournal space for this unit. This is not meant to restrict your creativity-  as you know some legitimate creativity uses all or some of these elements. If you have any doubts about including anything please discuss it with the lecturer or the tutor before uploading.  

TASK DESCRIPTION- specifically, what you have to do. 

Join and start LiveJournal in Week 1. 

Your LiveJournal Literature Journal begins when you go to: http://www.livejournal.com/ and join and make your first entry. We plan to have a group of second year students available to help you get started with this during orientation week and in week 1. 
As soon as you have joined, LiveJournal will send you an email which will include your LiveJournal URL. This will look something like the following (depending on what name you have given yourself):  http://spacelamb01.livejournal.com/ or http://michaelgriffith.livejournal.com/ . When you receive your URL it is essential that you send it to the lecturer in charge through WebCT email. This is so your URL can go on the official published list (it will be published in the LiveJournal portal in WebCT). 

Only if it is here will you receive a mark for your work. If it is not in this list you will lose 25% of the total assessment for the unit. 

As you will discover once you have joined LiveJournal, you are able to make other LJ users into your “Friends”. All the entries of your “friends” appear automatically on your “friends” list. It is good to have a lot of “friends”. It is essential to put your lecturer on your “Friends” list. Only then will he have unrestricted access to your work for marking purposes. 

Check List:

Have I joined LiveJournal?

Have I received my URL?

Have I forwarded my URL to Michael Griffith through WebCT mail?

Have I made Michael Griffith into one of my “Friends”? (How do I do this? I log-in to my LiveJournal. I then log-in to http://michaelgriffith.livejournal.com. I then click the “add them as a friend”  instruction in the bar at the top of the page.

Have I made my first entry telling the world a little about myself? 

Have I included a photograph of myself? (How do I do this? Second year students will be keen to show you this simple procedure). 

LiveJournal is a space for you to write freely, keeping in touch with your fellow students (and with the outside world if you wish) and creating learning and friendship communities.

What do I do from here on?

From here on you write in your LiveJournal at least once each week. Write your journal in a desktop program like Microsoft Word first and then copy and paste your entries into LiveJournal. Keep a Microsoft Word document called something like:  “LJ Literature Journal Semester 1 2007. If you do this you will always have a back-up of your on-line entries in LiveJournal. You should also keep a folder for the jpg images/ photos that you might use in your LJ (call this folder “LJ Images”) You can cut and paste images from this folder into your Microsoft Word document and into your LiveJournal as well. 

What do I write each week? 

There are three categories of writing. You must do the first one. The other two are optional although you must attempt these other two at least a few times in the semester. The more you try them the better you will get at them. In the end this will mean that you will probably get a higher mark for your LiveJournal overall.  

So what are the three categories?

a) Comments/ ideas arising from your reading for this unit for the given week. Minimum 200 words. There will be some ideas and suggestions in a list in the LiveJournal portal in WebCT, but you do not have to follow any of these suggestions. You might like to use this 200 words to simply say what you really liked about the literature studied this week or what questions it stirred up in you. 

b) Creativity. This is not compulsory for each week, but you will have to include a few entries in this category over the semester to be eligible for all the marks allocated to LJ. Here, it will be obvious, the more you try this category, the better you will get at it, so by the end of the semester you will have more examples to demonstrate for your assessment. Creativity in this context means any of the following: writing freely about any aspect of your life experience here and now; writing a poem or a story based on your life experience or based on something you have read this week; expressing yourself through using images (still or video) and maybe through integrating images with text… the sky is the limit here (as you will discover when you browse through some of the work completed by second and third year students). 

c) Review a LiveJournal entry of another person in the group. Again this is not compulsory for each week, but you will need to have a few of these comments by the end of the semester, because there will be a mark for your best comment. Comments should typically be around 100 words in length and should be constructive. Writing (and receiving) comments is an important part of building the LiveJournal community that supports the work in the unit overall. How do I make comments? You simply go to the entry of someone else in the group (could be one of your “friends”), read it and then click on the comments button. Be sure to copy and paste a copy of your comment (with its date and the URL of the person you are commenting on)  into your own LiveJournal so that you have a record of your comments. 

So each week head up a journal entry as “Week 1 +date” or “Week 2 + date” etc. Your “entry” for the week does not need to be done all in one sitting. You can either edit and add to the one entry you have done, or add other separate shorter entries within the one week. You might find that in one week you are inspired to write in all three categories, or you might only have time to write in the first category. But remember, the more you write the better you will get and the more you will have to show at the end of the semester. 

So how is all this marked?

The total mark for LiveJournal in the semester is 25%. This will be made up as follows:

In Week 6 you will be asked to submit the date of what you consider to be your best LJ entry so far. You will need to forward your URL and the date of the entry you want the marker to look at. For this entry you can gain a score of 5%. You will get a score and some feedback to help you know how you are going with LJ. 

Then in Week 12 you will have to submit your choice of the best “Comment” entry; the best “Creative” entry and the best “Review” entry. For each of these you will receive a mark out of 5%. Then there is a remaining 5% which will be allocated for your LiveJournal overall. If you have been consistent, creative, interactive you will receive marks for this.  Total marks available for LiveJournal: 25%.

While there is a minimum word limit of 200 words for your weekly comment, there is no upward word limit for any of these items each week.

IMPORTANT COMMENT ABOUT PLAGIARISM IN “LIVEJOURNAL”. COPYING WORK FROM OTHER SOURCES WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IS PLAGIARISM. IF YOU ARE CAUGHT YOU WILL LOSE THE FULL 25% OF YOUR “LIVEJOURNAL” MARK. SO DON’T DO IT! BE SURE TO PUT YOUR NAME AS AUTHOR AFTER ANY POEMS, SHORT STORIES OR OTHER PIECES OF WRITING THAT ARE GENUINELY YOUR OWN WORK. IF YOU DO COPY WORDS OR IDEAS FROM ANOTHER SOURCE THEN SIMPLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOURCE AND GIVE THE WEBLINK. IN THIS WAY YOU WILL NEVER NEED TO WORRY ABOUT BEING CAUGHT. ENJOY!

Here is a further optional part of this assessment:

Cut and paste any of your entries into the two LiveJournal Communities that have been set up for 2007: 

 “ACU LiveJournal Creativity Community (ACULJCC)” (for poetry/ short fiction/ short drama/ multi-media & hypertext) and/or the “ACU LiveJournal Review Community (ACULJRC)” (for reviews on books, films, television shows, theatre, art exhibitions, concerts etc). These communities extend beyond this particular unit. They all involve ALL literature students in the university (first, second and third years). There are regular prizes in both these communities for the best creative works and reviews. Contributions to these communities will enhance your overall mark for LiveJournal. 

The purpose of the first community - “LiveJournal Creativity Community” -is to allow you and encourage you to extend your reading and study of literature into creating your own literature. It will also allow you to get feedback and help from other literature students at the university. As you will see from some of the comments from previous students (in the Appendix) you do not have to BE a writer in order to write! Some students discovered creative talents they never thought they had by using LiveJournal to simply write whatever came into their head. It is worth noting also that trying to write creatively allows you to learn more about literature than by any other means.

The purpose of the second community -“LiveJournal Review Community” – is to give you the opportunity to put down your thoughts about your reading, viewing, listening etc…. and most importantly to share these with the ACU literature community at large. It is great for all of us to hear what you are thinking about all the various artistic input in your lives. A collection of reviews gives us all a rich and rewarding view of what we are all collectively thinking!

From time to time other LiveJournal Communities will appear. They may, for example, create a space for a debate about some key issue that we are all interested in and that may or may not be related to one of the texts we are studying. In the past such LiveJournal Debates have actually extended into the lecture room and have become real face-to-face debates! If you have any ideas let your lecturer know!
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA for LiveJournal


Range of entries: these should reflect a range of dates throughout the semester. They should not be clustered around one particular section of the unit. 


Number of entries: I will be checking your LiveJournal to note regularity of entries, the sorts of entries and range of material covered. 


Quality of entries: the entries must conform to the requirements listed above. LiveJournal is an informal space, so you will NOT be marked down for using colloquial language and you will NOT be marked down for getting your punctuation wrong; but you will be marked down if your language or content is inappropriate (what this means is explained under “What is LiveJournal?” above. This is a space where you should simply enjoy the experience of letting it all FLOW!. However the quality of your ideas and the creativity of your writing in all categories will be taken into account.


Evidence of learning: the entries should indicate that you have developed in your learning and understanding during the semester.


Ability to interact with others: interaction with the group as a whole is an important element in the success of LiveJournal as a writing space. Your overall mark will take into account the range of your contacts within the group and the quality and value of your commentaries on the work of your “Friends”. 

