Collective storytelling - from David Millar 13 Sep 2006

Here is my list of hyperlinks to interesting collaborative projects, mostly based on urban storytelling 

Historians Recount / Les historien(ne)s racontent http://www.historiansrecount.ca/  by Noel Thomas and Dorothy Williams, social history stories by 30 Canadians 

City Idol http://www.cityidol.to a successful attempt to involve youth in generating ideas for, and participation in, city politics, analyzed in  http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20060527.CITYHALL27/TPStory/TPNational/Politics/ , http://www.nowtoronto.com/issues/2006-05-04/news_story.php  and http://www.nsb.com/newsite/speakerbio.asp?name=Dave+Meslin on the founder of City Idol, Students for Peace, and Toronto Public Space Committee. Vaguely similar ideas of public information participation have been tried in US cities using the name “Cityspeak”.

NFB CitizenSHIFT http://citizen.nfb.ca/onf/info , ONF Parole citoyenne http://citoyen.onf.ca/onf/info are good examples of “citizen journalism” which as http://www.poynter.org/content/content_view.asp?id=83126 makes clear, US mainstream media would like to co-opt. Parole citoyenne, launched October 2003, and CitizenShift, one year later, are inspired by the NFB's revolutionary Challenge For Change program, which sought to put filmmaking tools in the hands of communities as a catalyst for change. Now, messaging is immediate and direct. Accessible, easy-to-use technologies like digital video, blogging and podcasting empower even remote areas. We’re posting films, videos, sound and music, journal entries and emails from people everywhere. Includes instructions on podcast techniques and legal issues. Contact Ingrid Hein.

Naked City, Saskatoon: art and performances on the “unofficial history” of  the city and its “secrets” at the Mendel Gallery March 17-22, 2006. For example, the childhood of Joni Mitchell. None of this is  now available online at http://www.mendel.ca 

Satiric art collective Atelier National du Manitoba: its film and video show “Seven Pillars of Winnipeg” of  Oct-Nov 2005 is not available online, but This Magazine article http://www.thismagazine.ca/issues/2005/09/qa_selfloathing.php describes it as  “old TV commercials, segments from public access television, and lost auteur films from the 1980s”; a photo reportage on it  appears in Blackflash magazine no. 24 (2006), a French CBC podcast at http://www.radio-canada.ca/regions/manitoba/tele/Chroniques/ateliernational_23775.shtml. ANM’s more recent art and theatre productions are noted in http://www.vueweekly.com/articles/default.aspx?i=3937 and  http://www.terminus1525.ca/studio/view/2695 

Concordia University (Montreal) University of the Streets http://univcafe.concordia.ca/html/home.html in French and English, a “town hall” version of the philosopher’s café

'Free radicals' discussions linked to Concordia Univ’s Community Cafe movement http://instdev.concordia.ca/summer_program/Programme_ete2006/2006-PartInfo/FreeRad.html 

Troisième Oeil http://www.3eoeil.com/ The Montreal street mag L'Itineraire just announced the start of  3e oeil, a DVD-video project which has obtained funding to train young street people, whose contact is Bryan Dionne 514.597.0238 poste 224. They may be planning to stream on http://homelessnation.org/. Not connected with photographer Sylvain Thomin’s www.troisiemeoeil.org 

Cinéma Paradiso (ONF 2006) http://www.onf.ca/aventures/videoparadiso/excursionWeb/index.php vidéos par jeunesse de la rue, Montréal – using a mobile van to record and edit their own videos

Homeless Nation http://homelessnation.org/ news and views of street people. Music, blogs, vlogs.

Autre Montréal http://autremontreal.com  collectif d’animation urbaine: un organisme sans but lucratif d’éducation populaire et d’animation socioculturelle qui, depuis plus de 20 ans, offre aux Montréalais et aux Montréalaises des balades commentées de quartier, ou présentations illustrées en français, touchant l’histoire, l’architecture, l’urbanisme et la sociologie. Offers urban discovery tours in English.
Directrice: France Leblanc franceleblanc@autremontreal.com et circuits guidés enrégistrés sur

http://maisoninternationaleduconte.com/soirees_balade_30oct.html 

Maison internationale du conte, Montréal http://maisoninternationaleduconte.com/ 

Amarrages sans Frontières cultural tours of Montreal ethnic neighbourhoods. Directeur. Jean-Marc Descôteaux http://www.amarragessansfrontieres.com/ 

Harvesting Histories / La Récolte des Histoires an oral history project with seniors by Montréal’s Santropol Roulant which trains street youth to create roof gardens, cook and deliver Meals on Wheels  http://www.santropolroulant.org/images/summer%20cycle%202005.pdf page 5 and 2005 Annual Report.

The Legacy of High Park Oral History Project Diane Sullivan and students at Parkdale Collegiate, Toronto collected 100 interviews, which were interpreted in creative writing, art, drama, quilting and music.  Received a Ontario Museums Association Award in 2004.

Pier 21 Museum Halifax – Immigrant Stories http://www.pier21.ca/?pier21stories 

Keith Spicer’s Citizens Forum on Canada's Future http://www.uni.ca/initiatives/spicer.html 

Canada. Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ch/rcap/index_e.html published as a CD distributed to schools and colleges

CBC Ideas http://www.cbc.ca/ideas/audio/archivedaudio2003.html archives and podcasts, also available as printed text, CDs and cassettes, as well as current broadcasts and call for proposals

Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network http://www.qahn.org/ oral history, heritage videos

Le soi et l’autre http://www.er.uqam.ca/nobel/soietaut/accueil.htm  . Chercheurs et publications  du Centre de recherche Le soi et l’autre de l’UQAM sur identités et contextes interculturels : en littérature, histoire et sciences humaines. Voir aussi sous l’égide du Département des Études littéraires, le Centre interuniversitaire d’études sur les lettres, les arts et les traditions (CÉLAT), le Centre interuniversitaire de recherche sur la littérature et la culture québécoises (CRILCQ-UQAM), et la Chaire de recherche en ésthétique et poétique (dir: Pierre Ouellet)  http://www.esthetiqueetpoetique.uqam.ca/.  Diffusion sonore (podcasting) possible à l’avenir. Voir aussi U de Montréal http://cri.histart.umontreal.ca/cri/fr/INTERMEDIALITES/ 

Wapikoni mobile http://www.nfb.ca/aventures/wapikonimobile/excursionWeb/films.php  caravane mobile de l’ONF: films, vidéos, voix et chansons en mp3 réalisés par jeunes des Premières Nations. See also NFB Aboriginal Perspectives http://www.nfb.ca/enclasse/doclens/visau/index.php?language=english 

Fondation Daniel Langlois http://www.fondation-langlois.org/ et  http://www.docam.ca/ archives d’arts médiatiques

MAI: Montréal Arts Interculturels http://www.m-a-i.qc.ca/ 

Culture of Cities project (la presse jaune). McGill U. Art History & Communications Studies.  http://www.arts.mcgill.ca/programs/ahcs/cultureofcities/ 

Une histoire de solidarité, exposition en 2006 au Musée québécois de culture populaire, Trois-Rivières. http://www.culturepop.qc.ca/expositions/detail.php/f/22 mouvements de citoyens.

NFB Reel Diversity film competition 2006 http://www.nfb.ca/webextension/focus/2006_09-10/en/11.html 

In other countries – the first two are superb examples

Worlds of Difference http://www.homelands.org/worlds/ started in 1990, is a US public radio podcast series on culture, religion, language and identity in many countries. Includes some hourlong documentaries with music.

Telling their stories http://www.tellingstories.org/index.html a model website by the Urban School of San Francisco: high school students’ interviews with Holocaust survivors, WW2 vets, Japanese internees

This American Life from WBEZ Chicago http://www.thislife.org/ is probably the grand-daddy of podcasting. Known pre-1996 as Your Radio Playhouse, it consists of short segments, dramatic themes in personal and everyday life. TAL has announced a TV show for 2006.

NYC 2002 Listening to the City http://dialogues.listeningtothecity.org/ , http://dowire.org/wiki/Listening_to_the_City , http://www.civic-alliance.org/pdf/0920FinalLTCReport.pdf   and http://www.americaspeaks.org/   online dialogues in the wake of 9/11

David Isay’s non-profit Soundportraits NYC and StoryCorps USA http://www.soundportraits.org/ 

57 Productions UK: poetry on mp3 and videos http://www.57productions.com/new_site/ipoems.php 

cf. le livre par poètes montréalais http://www.lequartanier.com/catalogue/couves/citeselon.htm 
www.dailyKos.com is a group blog on US politics, science and culture in which readers vote to recommend best stories, and comment on them. A Wiki without editing, with ratings.

Learn@Singapore http://www.learnat.info/ seems to have jump-started a huge number of student blogs. http://www.misohoni.com/bba/ lists over 200. One of them is http://rinaz.blogspot.com/  which shows how games shaped her learning

Learning with online tools:  Susan Lister’s http://newmediaworkshops.com/telblog/ describes new s/w and its applications in teaching, podcasting etc. See also Kate Britt’s http://www.ibritt.com/resources/newsblog.htm , http://www.ibritt.com/resources/ , Michelle Lentz’s http://blog.write-tech.com/ eg CAPTCHA to combat incessant comment spam 

WebJunction a site for librarians to discuss success stories http://libsuccess.org/index.php?title=Online_Communities#Tips_for_Developing_Online_Communities how librarians are creating age-group blogs, wikis, book clubs, community info

Drik and Pathshala http://www.drik.net/ , http://www.pathshala.net/ news, activism, community-building by photojournalists training rural contributors in Bangla Desh

The Well started 1985 by the Whole Earth Catalogue and Co-Evolution Quarterly gang http://www.well.com/join.html and its spinoff  www.salon.com include conferences, news and questions. See its user agreement.

MDCN (Mobile Digital Commons Network), e.g. Ile sans Fil http://www.mdcn.ca/tiki-view_articles.php , http://www.ilesansfil.org/tiki-index.php?page=Apropos , http://www.cspeak.net/about.htm  incl interactive games, Cityspeak virtual graffiti, art hubs. The Cityspeak name, from the movie Bladerunner, has been appropriated by several other unrelated projects. See also www.WirelessSummit.org
Tout Rennes http://blogrennes.com (currently offline) citizen dialogue in Rennes France Oct 2005: http://www.loiclemeur.com/france/2005/09/radioblogs_12_t.html describes it as open line radio / videos / interviews, podcasts. A site with a similar name ‘toutrennesblog’ only hosts commercial announcements. See also FLENET’s list of  vlogs, blogs en français, tips for their educational use, and campus virtuel at http://flenet.rediris.es/blog/carnetweb.html , http://flenet.rediris.es/blog/actiblog1.html and http://flenet.rediris.es/ 
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Development education games: http://www.food-force.com and http://www.darfurisdying.com 
Metropolis Project http://canada.metropolis.net/index_e.html mainly on immigrant integration, urban problems and political decisions, but the site wants to be a model of knowledge transfer and interconnectivity; see also http://www.yorku.ca/mediar/archive/Release.asp?Release=1102  

Sustainable Dev http://www.iisd.org/ on sustainable development, founded by UNEP ch. Gro Harlem Bruntland's chief of staff Jim McNeil, and http://www.iisd.ca/enbvol/enb-background.htm  

Eco-villages http://gen.ecovillage.org/  and http://www.ecovillages.org/  and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecovillage 

Third Age and elderhostels http://www.u3a.org.uk/  and http://www.el-se.org/en/  and http://www.aiuta.asso.fr/  and http://www.elderhostel.org/ 

Globalization http://www.globalautonomy.ca/global1/  academic research on globalization

Chitrabani Calcutta social communications centre http://www.chitrabani.com/index.html See also book by Gaston Roberge SJ Cyberbani (2005) on media education, media awareness and collective action in cyberclubs

Public domain documents http://creativecommons.org/ , Internet Archive (snapshots of your website or blog over time) http://www.archive.org/ , GNU FDL http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html (for public source s/w) allow for varying degrees of public use eg., not for reproduction, in entirety with credit, quotation with credit, or allowing further modification.

Indymedia UK http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/01/331829.html vlogger activists 

UNICEF Voice of youth radio http://www.unicef.org/voy/ and Youth against violence videos http://www.unviolencestudy.org/ 

Terminus 1525 (online arts forum & showcase) Unimagined Canada / Le Canada inimaginaire http://www.terminus1525.ca/exhibit/
Museu da Pessoa [Museum of the Person], São Paulo, Brazil since 1991

http://www.museudapessoa.net/ingles/index.htm and articles by other museum planners 2005 http://www.archimuse.com/mw2005/papers/gillespie/gillespie.html 

http://icom.museum/virtual_museum_fr.html 

Musée de la personne, Montréal musée virtuel d’histoires de vie http://www.museedelapersonne.ca/
Sous construction oct 2006. Voir J-F Leclerc, ‘Du patrimoine  à la construction d’une identité urbaine plurielle…’ 2003/04 http://www2.ville.montreal.qc.ca/ocpm/pdf/PD04/3g.pdf 

Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling, Concordia University. Contact Professors Steven High and Elena Razlogova http://publichistory.concordia.ca/centre.html 

Ecomusée du Fier Monde : musée d’histoire industrielle et ouvrière de Montreal / a museum of industrial and working-class history  http://www.ecomusee.qc.ca/ Contact: Prof Joanne Burgess, UQAM http://www.histoire.uqam.ca/professeurs/index.php?id=25 

The WELL Life stories http://www.well.com/conf/life/ 

How to do oral history (see more sites in Wikipedia or by googling: oral history)

Oral history:  see superb overview with bibliography by Marsha MacDowell at http://www.historicalvoices.org/spokenword/resources/collectingohistory.php and the Canadian OH society at http://oral-history.ncf.ca/ 

Urban storytelling http://www.memoryarchive.org/en/MemoryArchive , as well as http://www.chicagohs.org/Collections/film.html , http://humanitas.livewithculture.ca/ , http://murmurtoronto.ca/ ,  http://storycorps.net/ ,  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4516989 , http://www.loc.gov/folklife/storycorps-tour.html ,  http://www.studsterkel.org/ and its Education link , http://www.h-net.org/~oralhist/ , http://chnm.gmu.edu/ , http://publichistory.concordia.ca/  , http://www.publichistory.org/  

 “Collecting Stories: The Oral Interview in Research” (ca. 2001) by Marsha MacDowell, available online at http://www.studsterkel.org/education.php  She recommends DAT recording, but microdisc and flash recordersgive equally good results. Self-powered directional condenser microphones should be used. For more technical advice see http://www.historicalvoices.org/oralhistory/audio-tech.html and http://www.transom.org/ 

Ritchie, Donald A. (2003). Doing Oral History: A Practical Guide. Toronto: Oxford University Press
Riordan, Michael (2004) An unauthorized biography of the world : oral history on the front lines Toronto : Between the Lines.


Berger, Ronald J. and Richard Quinne, eds. (2005) Storytelling sociology: narrative as social inquiry  Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2005

Canadian Oral History Association http://oral-history.ncf.ca/projects.html 

UK Oral History Society http://www.ohs.org.uk/ 

Prince of Wales Museum, Yellowknife http://pwnhc.learnnet.nt.ca/research/otm/otrman.htm 

e.g. literacy project with native seniors http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/adultlit/adultlit.htm 

Katrina’s Jewish Voices http://chnm.gmu.edu/ Center for History and New Media, George Mason University.

Daniel J Cohen and Roy Rozensweig (2005) Digital History: A Guide to Collecting, Preserving and Presenting the Past on the Web http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/ full text 

Other history sites

Selected Canadian history websites  http://web.uvic.ca/~dmillar/Hist_131_Canada_before_1867/Canada_hist_websites.htm
Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian History http://web.uvic.ca/~jlutz/gumich.html by Prof. John Lutz, University of Victoria.

How to Do History: Martha Ballard an 18th c midwife  http://www.dohistory.org/home.html by Harvard Film Centre and Center for History and New Media, George Mason University.

