(The first section here is taken from interviews about Virtual High School experiences that became part of testimony delivered to a Congressional subcommittee meeting looking at the effects of federal grants.  The way that happened was that a VHS administrator posted his questions and the students responded on the class discussion board – so they all saw what their colleagues had to say, and they are all quoted exactly as they were written, emoticons and all.  They were very excited that anyone would actually take their ideas seriously enough to present them in a report to Congress.

it seemed to me that in a subtle way, their thoughts here have a lot of relevance to our discussion on what collaboration is – and how it happens.)

. . . about asynchronous discussion-there are a lot of people who don't really *like* that idea.  I emphatically disagree . . . I love it!  I think it works better than face-to-face discussion, actually.   And not necessarily for the reasons that everyone usually says, "it gives people time to think about their answers," and "it helps shy students express themselves more easily," etc. (although those are advantages . . . just not the ones that directly apply to ME  :P)  I like it because everything that everyone wants to say . . . can get said.  It's not like a 'real' conversation where one person says something, and someone else responds, and then someone picks up on a tangent to THAT and you can't really go back to the first thread of the conversation . . . or you could, but you'd have to abandon that new tangent.  Either way, you lose out on something.  With asynchronous discussion you can have both threads (or more) going at the same time, and they can sprout other branches, and so the discussions end up being in-depth and covering a lot more ground than usual.  And being able to finish a thought without being interrupted (otherwise known as rambling ;P) is nice-and of course, everyone can still reply to whatever was in there in the middle that they DID want to respond to.  And then there's the fact that we have a complete record of the conversation on hand . . . which can be useful.  -- Jenn

----------

I have loved being able to have intellectual conversations without getting the Blank Stare.  I have also loved the personal conversations that went on . . . Every day I venture to the school library with two other people and we plop ourselves down in front of these marvels of technology for an hour and a half.  Each of us sits in their own silence, immersed in their own activities.  Talk occurs, but they can hardly be expected to understand my stress-filled ranting about an essay on Moby Dick that just HAS to be done. . . I am alone.  Or so I thought.  I entered VHS to find a group of very different people who accepted me with open arms.  Names on a screen maybe, but also people that live FAR away . . . Together we have traversed great works of literature, and as I watched the water, I could almost see the Pequod chasing after the elusive Moby Dick, tossed by the waves . . . It's true, each one of us is different, and each one of us brings to the class different views of the world.  Moby Dick is a perfect metaphor for our class . . . every new opinion I encountered helped to either reaffirm or question my beliefs . . . I would like to thank all of you for making this an experience which I will always remember . . . You all have opened me up to questions I never recognized in the past, and might never have."  ~~Sarah

------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------

The rest of these excerpts are from end of term exit papers in which students reflected on their year-long journey together.  I chose bits which I think reflect their thoughts on their collaborative dialogues. (I haven't done editing – they are as they were when they were posted in on the class discussion board.)

And the discussions....the discussions  were divine.   Where else could I possibly get to discuss the nature of reality, God, free will, time, and dozens of other wonderful things- and get CREDIT for it?   I want to thank each and every one of you for the wonderful, intelligent, and thoughtful conversations we've had- and for your disagreement.  I *love* people who argue with me.  (maybe that's why my close friends are all debaters....go figure....)  There have been times when I have been just amazed at the things we've discussed, and there were things that some of you said that I just wanted to print out and frame. (didn't do that...not that obsessive...but I did show some of it to other people, who cheered, applauded, and were just as wowed as I was)  I kind of wish there was an archive of those posts somewhere....I think I'd like to read them ten, twenty years from now.  The thought of this year's course being consigned to cyber-oblivion is rather depressing, but then, the best things in life are intangible and fleeting, leaving only impressions and memories behind.  And so....I will probably never talk with any of you again.  Twenty years from now, I probably won't remember your names.  But I can promise you this- I will never forget you, or this class, and what we've done together.  (waits for cheesy goodbye music to start playing....) ~~Laurie

-------------

I must also mention how impressed and inspired I have been by all the students in this class, both from the first semester and the second.  I think that in this text based medium, I have seen so much more of people's insights and inner dialogue and actual thinking than I ever could in a real life setting -- Candace

-----------

Sometimes we forget that there are more ways than one to look at a situation.  We forget that there are more opinions that our own, and that other's perspectives are not wrong, they're just different.


These different viewpoints allow us to open our minds, leading us to different understandings.  Our various interpretations are what help us see all the possibilities.  


That's what this class was all about... bringing our ideas and brain-stormed thoughts together to seek out character motivations, possibilities, and conclusions of the lives we studied through different bible-based novels.  I found this so invigorating.  I have never analyzed books so deeply with other people  . . . 


That's one of the most impressive things in this class, how we related both the faults and virtues of both good and bad characters to those of humanity today and maybe even ourselves personally.  If found it somewhat rewarding, being able to compare and contrast our lives, ideals, and beliefs, and yet never tearing each other down.  Our respect for each other helped us consider each other's perspective and I at no time felt embarrassed because of what I believed in, or if I disagreed.  ~~Lacey

---------
I will remember many things from WebQuest. The many discussions we have had, the epics, the plays and the essays will shape our lives. I have learned to hold tight to my own beliefs while keeping an open mind and respecting the beliefs of others. . . Everything that I have studied in WebQuest has tied together somehow. Beginning with the Greeks, through the Bible, and all the way up to Moby Dick I have faced issues that have challenged me to find myself, a blind soul who is finally coming out of the cave. ~~Jessica

------------- 

.

The discussions. I loved the discussions.  Although I would feel stupid sometimes, I also felt smart sometimes and I knew I wasn't the only one that was lost or felt overwhelmed.  I have learned out to peel away the layers and just when I think I understand something, I realize I only understand a fraction.  Although it's great to be independent, you simply can't discover as many new ideas and thoughts without a discussion among a group of people like we did in here.  . . . I really have learned more in this class than most any other class, and the great thing is that I learned things that can help me in everyday life. I APPLY my knowledge outside of this class, and I think that's why this class is so special.  I can take what I learn and LIVE it! . . . I guess those are just a few reflections for me.  Nothing too intricate.  But don't get me wrong.  I really have honestly learned so much in here, that I could never express in words all of the feelings, thoughts, ideas, and the overall impact that Webquest has had on me.  And I really do mean it. That's why I had a hard time starting this exit paper...because it's so hard choosing which one of the millions of things to talk about!  I will miss this class, as I know everyone will. But good things don't last forever. But good friends do. I love you guys! ~~Kathy

