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Appendix A: GradNet architecture

BTchLn/GDipTchLn pre-service programme





StudentNet:  uses an LMS developed at the college (and now available open-source) which is also used for the staff Intranet (StaffNet)





Links to course sites (for distance/flexible and on-campus students)





All courses are Web-supported/ most designed for flexible delivery – no fully online courses available at this time





All students have access to closed professional studies group sites – used to support course delivery throughout the pre-service programme





Access to the material available on all of these sites ceases when the student graduates





StudentNet





BTchLn and GDipTchLn Professional Studies groups (closed communities)











(Example): YR3A 2005





Threaded discussion forum





Synchronous chat room





Group shared resource bank





Noticeboard / photo gallery





Each PS group has their own closed community site, open to members of the group only





Group members take responsibility for the site and have at least 3 voluntary site managers at any time





College PS staff can be involved as participants within their own group





GradNet     Two year provisional registration period      





Cross groups / cross qualifications / cross year group components (open communities)














Weekly news items / educational updates





GRADUATION





“Ask an expert” forums





Cross-group discussion forums





Graduate (shared resource) knowledge bank





School of Primary Teacher Education resource bank





Links to key educational websites (national) research journals





Information about professional development programmes





Input from tertiary staff / subject specialists / educational groups








